
Military

A Wife/Reservist’s Perspective from

by LTC Cheryl McAuley

T he weeks since my Easter Sunday arrival in Iraq 
have been challenging. My strength comes from 
God, of course, but I�ve had to call on Him more 

often than usual [now that I am deployed in a war zone].  
It would be far more dif�cult to serve without the support, 
notes and prayers of family, friends, neighbors, churches 
and my colleagues from the Reserve community. I always 
ask everyone to pray God�s blessing for the Iraqi people 
that they may live their lives in their own country in peace 
and security.  

I am an Army Reservist with 29 years of service. My 
husband, John, retired from the Army as a CW5 (Chief 
Warrant Of�cer level 5) after 37 years. We�ve always been 
supportive of each other�s military careers. However, we 
didn�t follow the traditional path of most military families 
[who frequently transfer to new locations]. After we 
were married in 1985, both of our careers were primarily 
located in the D.C. area for more than 20 years. I was a 
Department of Defense civilian at the Pentagon and he 
served at the National Guard Bureau. We moved to New 
Market, Alabama in August 2005 and will retire there.

When I was �rst involuntarily deployed in 2004, my 
husband became the spouse at home, supporting me 
when I was in Djibouti, Africa. Then, he deployed in 2006 
to Kuwait and moved all over the Theater of Operations 
during his tour. This time, I volunteered to deploy to Iraq, 
and my husband is still my number one supporter.

Even though I�m temporarily gone from the Huntsville 
area, I�m still a spouse. When we �nally had a chance 
to �Skype� (software that allows the user to make voice/
video calls on the internet) between Iraq and Huntsville, it 
was such a great moment, seeing my husband�s beaming 
face on my computer screen. I�ll never forget it. He�s still 
the love of my life!

LTC Cheryl McAuley is serving as an ACOR for the Intelligence 
and Security Command (INSCOM) Theater Linguist Program.  
She is currently serving in the International Zone for the Multi-
National Forces-Iraq. You can read her Baghdad Bulletins with 
photos on the �Deployment� page of her website:  http://www.
wish-you-were-here-inc.com/deployment.html. Cheryl will be 
home for John�s birthday spring of 2010.


